SOME  ACCIDENTALS  OF THE  CHURCH
only churchmen found a road for their ambitions
by other means than hereditary possessions or the
sword. Not by design but by the mere process
of events, churchmen became monopolists of
letters, and formed an intellectual oligarchy that
knew little of national bounds. Before languages
had crystallized and in lands where vernacular
literature was hardly known, they corresponded
in a common medium and on their travels found
in the guest-houses of the monasteries safe
resting-places and congenial society. But again
the unity thus engendered was not of the
essence of the Church's Mission, and was
destined in time to perish even in countries
between which the bond of the faith remained.
In this argument I do not forget the Emperor,
but his area of practical jurisdiction was re^
stricted. I imagine people thought little of him
in England, and in Scotland, Ireland, and
Scandinavia less. The conception, none the less,
of a secular head of Christendom whose office
was second only in sanctity to the Pope's must
have impressed the nations with a sense of
community, even though the spiritual and tem-
poral potentates were at violent and constant
variance. But here again the theoretical dualism
of the government of the world, and the mutual
advantages of the theory to the governors,
constitute an  "accidental" in the Church's
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